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Congressional District of North Carolina, | ex-
tend to the Pastor and Members of Metropoli-
tan Baptist Church my best wishes on this
auspicious occasion.

———

CONGRATULATING JOHN T. LEWIS
ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
John T. Lewis, the Director of Logistics and
Support for the Chief Administrative Officer of
the U.S. House of Representatives, on his up-
coming retirement on June 2, 2017.

Beginning on June 1, 1978, John spent his
entire thirty-nine year career with the U.S.
House of Representatives and for over twenty
years worked as an upholsterer. Starting as a
laborer in the Clerk’s office, John moved up
the ranks to become a master upholsterer.
One of his major accomplishments was learn-
ing how to upholster the special type of Turk-
ish chairs used by Members of Congress.
Many of these historic chairs remain in use by
Members to this day.

John was then asked to take on a manage-
rial role, serving as the Supervisor of Workflow
Management, which involved developing pur-
chasing spreadsheets and building asset
tracking systems. However, after a couple of
years in that position, John returned to the
trade he loved in serving as the manager of
the Textiles Department. In that role, John su-
pervised the day-to-day operations of several
shops, including upholstery, cabinet, finishing,
drapery, and carpets.

Throughout his career, John oversaw sev-
eral important projects including the redressing
of the Lincoln catafalque, the replacement of
the House Floor carpet, the re-upholstery of
every seat on the House Floor and in the Gal-
lery, the complete refinishing of the House
Floor dais, the construction of the lecterns and
stenographers’ desk, and the total refurbish-
ment of the Speaker’s chair. John led or as-
sisted in twenty Congressional transitions and
ten Presidential inaugurations. Among his
most significant contributions was nurturing
the furnishings team and coaching its mem-
bers to be some of the most talented crafts-
man on Capitol Hill.

In his retirement, | hope John will enjoy time
spent with his wife of thirty-seven years, Lisa,
and his two daughters, Joanna Emily Caputi
and Lauren Elisabeth Lewis, his parents, Bill
and Anne Lewis, and other members of his
extended family. On behalf of the entire
House, | extend my congratulations and
thanks to John T. Lewis for his many years of
dedication and outstanding contributions to
this institution. | wish him many wonderful
years ahead.
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IN RECOGNITION OF DAVID
DICHIERA FOR HIS LIFETIME OF
ADVOCACY AND WORK WITH THE
ARTS

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize David DiChiera for his outstanding
legacy. As founder and artistic director of the
Michigan Opera Theatre, Mr. DiChiera has
built a culture of artistic excellence in Michi-

an.

9 After earning a doctorate in musicology from
UCLA, Mr. DiChiera joined the faculty of Oak-
land University in Michigan in 1962, where he
was eventually elected chairman of the
school’'s Department of Music. During his time,
he also oversaw the Detroit Grand Opera As-
sociation’s education initiative known as the
Overture to Opera. Under the leadership of
Mr. DiChiera, Overture to Opera began per-
forming full-length productions in 1970 and
was officially reestablished as the Michigan
Opera Theatre in 1971. The Michigan Opera
Theatre has grown to become an internation-
ally recognized institution that has brought
world-class performances to Michigan while in-
spiring a new generation of artists and musi-
cians. Mr. DiChiera had the vision to push for
the restoration of the Detroit Opera House in
1996, and this effort played a critical role in re-
vitalizing downtown Detroit. The Theatre has
hosted renowned musicians like Luciano
Pavarotti, as well as performances by the
American Ballet Theater and other notable
groups.

Mr. DiChiera’s lifetime of artistic advocacy
and passion for theatre has been critical to the
growth and development of the arts in south-
east Michigan. His love of the arts has taught
and inspired generations to appreciate the im-
portance of the arts to a community. He also
galvanized so many to experience the opera
and engage with the arts for their entire lives.
Throughout his career, Mr. DiChiera has re-
ceived numerous accolades for his work, in-
cluding the National Endowment for the Arts’
Opera Honors award, as well as recognition
by the governments of France and Italy. In ad-
dition to this outstanding record of achieve-
ment, Mr. DiChiera is well known in the Detroit
community for his kindness and generosity.
He has been a true champion for Michigan,
and his energy and dedication to our state and
the arts will be missed as he retires from his
current position with the Michigan Opera The-
atre.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring David DiChiera for his lifetime of
work with the arts. Mr. DiChiera’s work with
the Michigan Opera Theatre has inspired gen-
erations of performers and helped the city un-
derstand the importance of arts in the commu-
nity.

HONORING GUSTAVO BRAMBILA
HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Gustavo Brambila, who
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owns and operates Gustavo Wine. Passion,
skill, and dedication to his craft led Gustavo to
the successes he sees today.

Born in Jalisco, Mexico, Gustavo immigrated
to the United States with his mother and
brothers to join his father in Oakville, Cali-
fornia in 1957. The family moved to Ruther-
ford, California in 1960, where Gustavo’s fa-
ther José worked in winery maintenance. Sur-
rounded by the culture and devotion of famous
winemakers from an early age, Gustavo grew
up with a keen interest in winemaking. He at-
tended the University of Oregon on a baseball
scholarship, but his heart remained in wine
country. He transferred to the University of
California Davis, where he was one of the first
Latinos to obtain a degree in Fermentation
Sciences.

In 1976, Gustavo joined Mike Grgich and
Jim Barrett at Chateau Montelena to begin his
career. Soon after, he joined Grgich Hills Cel-
lar, where, in his first harvest, he produced the
winning Chardonnay in the Great Chardonnay
Showdown of 1980. Gustavo continued with
Grgich Hills Cellar for 23 years, honing his
craft and working to define wine excellence.

Gustavo started his own wine enterprise,
Gustavo Wines in 1996. Today he makes
Napa Valley wines inspired by old-world
winemaking techniques, with a dedication to
small vineyards and quality fruit. He believes
each wine should take you back “to a memory
of each vintage”.

Gustavo traveled to Washington, D.C. this
week as part of a group of Mexican-American
vintners to support the mission of the Smithso-
nian Institution. They shared their amazing
stories of immigration, sacrifice and determina-
tion and helped the attendees understand the
vital contributions Mexican Americans make to
our economy and community.

Mr. Speaker, Gustavo Brambila has built a
successful business and is producing extraor-
dinary wines. | am proud to have such a dedi-
cated business owner living and working in
our community. It is therefore fitting and prop-
er that we honor him here today.

——

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT PAUL
VANCE ON THE OCCASION OF HIS
RETIREMENT

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with re-
spect and admiration that | rise today to join
all of those gathered in extending my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Lieutenant Paul
Vance as he celebrates his retirement after
forty-three years of dedicated service to the
Connecticut State Police force. His retirement
marks the end of a distinguished career in law
enforcement and the Connecticut State Police
will simply not be the same without him.

Lieutenant Vance entered the Connecticut
State Police Training Academy as a member
of the 85th Training Troop in July of 1974. Fol-
lowing his graduation later that year, he em-
barked on a career that earned him a re-
spected reputation amongst colleagues and ci-
vilians alike. Serving in a variety of posts, in-
cluding Troop L in Litchfield and as a Resident
State Trooper in Prospect, Lieutenant Vance
rose through the ranks and is perhaps best
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known for his leadership as a member of the
Connecticut State Police force’s Public Infor-
mation Office.

In a position he held for nearly one third of
his career, Lieutenant Vance became, for
many in Connecticut, the public face of our
State Police. As a Public Information Officer, it
was he who so often brought a sense of calm
and order to very difficult circumstances. That
composure was put to the ultimate test as he
guided a grieving state and stunned nation
through the aftermath of tragedy at the Sandy
Hook Elementary School in December of
2012.

| hold a deep respect for the men and
women who dedicate their professional ca-
reers to law enforcement—facing situations
and circumstances that few of us can even
imagine. Lieutenant Vance is a reflection of
the very best of our law enforcement commu-
nity. Over the course of his career, his com-
mitment and leadership has made all the dif-
ference and we owe him a debt of gratitude
that can never fully be paid. Lieutenant—
though it does not seem enough, thank you
for all of your good work on our behalf. You
leave a legacy of service that will most cer-
tainly serve as an inspiration to others for
years to come.

Lieutenant Paul Vance has led a remarkable
career, leaving an indelible mark on the Con-
necticut State Police force as well as the State
of Connecticut. Today, it is my great privilege
to stand and join his wife, Meg, their three
children and six grandchildren, as well as fam-
ily, friends, and colleagues in wishing him the
very best for many more years of health and
happiness in this next chapter of his life.

———

RECOGNIZING E COMPANY, 141ST
INFANTRY REGIMENT

HON. BETO O'ROURKE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, | am honored
to rise today to recognize E Company, 141st
Infantry Regiment, which served with valor
and distinction during World War Il.

In 1940, E Company, along with the entire
141st Infantry Regiment was federalized and
assigned to the 36th Infantry Division. E Com-
pany was distinct in its heritage and was com-
posed almost entirely of Mexican-American
soldiers. A vast majority of E Company’s sol-
diers hailed from El Paso.

The 141st Infantry Regiment shipped off to
North Africa in April 1943. The regiment was
one of the units in the amphibious invasion of
ltaly at Salerno, and they suffered heavy cas-
ualties. As the 141st fought its way through
ltaly, the regiment, as well as E Company,
fought with distinction. The 141st reinforced
units at Anzio, helped tip the scales to rout the
Germans, and entered Rome in June 1944.
This culminated 137 days of combat during
which the 141st Infantry Regiment suffered
over 3,000 casualties. The Germans called the
141st “wild men from Texas, skilled in
fieldcraft and fighting.”

The regiment then participated in a third
amphibious landing, its second combat assault
against a fortified beachhead, and entered
Southern France. The 141st continued to fight
through Central Europe. E Company partici-
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pated with the regiment in all its major cam-
paigns and battles. The unit deactivated in De-
cember 1945 after the war. The regiment had
suffered 1,126 killed, more than 5,000 wound-
ed, and over 500 missing in action. Its soldiers
were awarded an astonishing three Medals of
Honor, 31 Distinguished Service Crosses, 492
Silver Stars, and 1,685 Bronze Stars.

The valor and bravery of the soldiers of E
Company, 141st Infantry Regiment must not
be forgotten. As America prepares to reflect
on the sacrifices made by our service mem-
bers this Memorial Day, | ask that we take a
moment to remember the soldiers of E Com-
pany. They represented the best of El Paso,
Texas, and the nation as our brave service
members valiantly fought the forces of tyr-
anny. | am honored to represent the men and
women of El Paso who carry on the legacy of
E Company as they continue to stand against
injustice and pursue the American dream.

———

TRIBUTE TO MARTHA AND JACK
BLACKFORD

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Martha
and Jack Blackford of Des Moines, lowa, on
the very special occasion of their 60th wed-
ding anniversary. They celebrated their anni-
versary on April 16th, 2017.

Martha and Jack’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their family truly embodies
lowa values. As they reflect on their 60th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish,
and honor one another for many years to
come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 60th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion and in wishing them nothing but the
best in the years to come.

e —

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY SHER-
IFF’S DEPUTY JEFFERY DEAN
ASSISTS ROBBERY VICTIM

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the outstanding public service of San
Bernardino County Sheriff's Deputy Jeffery
Dean, who is assigned to the department’s
Victorville City Station. For the past three
years, Deputy Dean has served as a patrol
deputy, traffic division deputy, and is also a
certified Major Accident Investigation Team
(MAIT) deputy.

On May 14, 2017, Deputy Dean was on pa-
trol in Victorville, California when he made
contact with a young man from the State of
Washington who was working in the area as
a magazine salesman. Deputy Dean noticed
injuries to the man’s face and was told that
they were the result of a robbery in which the
victim’s wallet and cell phone were stolen.

E683

Realizing the man’s dire situation, Deputy
Dean took it upon himself to pay for the man
to stay in a hotel room, and he purchased a
bus ticket so the victim could return to his
family in Washington.

Every day, men and women in the law en-
forcement profession work tirelessly to make a
difference in our communities. However, often
times, their work goes unnoticed in the media
and press. | would like to take a moment to
highlight the great work of Deputy Dean and
the entire San Bernardino County Sheriff's De-
partment for their commitment to public serv-
ice.

HONORING CONSTANCE BLAND

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 19, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Constance Bland, who
is an Educator, a Leader and Public Servant.

Constance G. Bland, Ph.D. was appointed
Vice President of Academic Affairs (VPAA) at
Mississippi Valley State University (MVSU) in
the spring of 2014. As VPAA, she is respon-
sible for leadership, educational policy, aca-
demic programs, budgeting and resource allo-
cation; supervision of staff development pro-
grams, federal grant program administration;
monitoring of personnel actions and trans-
actions, and participation in academic per-
sonnel policy development and negotiation.
She is also responsible for relationships with
the wider educational and occupational com-
munity, particularly the public schools, as well
as additional responsibilities as assigned by
the President.

Before becoming VPAA, Dr. Bland was Pro-
fessor and Chair of the Department of Mathe-
matics, Computer and Information Sciences.
She developed computer science educational
curriculum related to database management
systems, software engineering and introduc-
tion to computer science. In an effort to impact
retention of computer science majors, she was
involved in a project to determine the impact
of introducing the concepts of object oriented
programming for first year computer science
students using a visual animation tool known
as Alice.

Dr. Bland also acquired significant external
funding for the department from sources in-
cluding the National Science Foundation
(NSF), the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), Eisenhower (state of
Mississippi), SUN Microsystems and mini-
grants from Jackson State University. Her last
external funds secured for the department in-
cluded an S-STEM scholarship grant and an
HBCU-UP implementation grant. A major
focus of the scholarship grants secured by Dr.
Bland involved initiatives to increase the num-
ber of computer science and mathematics ma-
jors at MVSU. Funds secured were used to in-
stitute tutorial services, provide student devel-
opment activities and support debt reduction
though scholarships to decease external em-
ployment of students seeking degrees. The
goal of the latest HBCU-UP grant is to encour-
age STEM graduates to pursue graduate edu-
cation.

Dr. Bland has devoted 23 years of service
to MVSU, and has demonstrated her passion
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